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Business Update  

We would like to welcome back all 
our readers to our April and May 
newsletter.  The last 2 months have 
seen a significant number of product 
updates. Highlights include:- 
 
 The release in beta of our second 

phase of plugins for Windows 7.  

Based on further product release 

from Microsoft and extensive dis-

cussions with their technical team 

we have added a further 8 plugins 

for Windows 7. 

 They are also updating a significant 

number plugins for Internet Ex-

plorer 8.  Readers may be aware 

that IE8 is shipped with Windows 7 

and is the only version of Internet 

Explorer that will work with this 

operating platform. 

 We have launched a beta of our 

advanced AOK reporting and ana-

lytics. 

 We have been working very closely 

with the Citrix team in the US and 

today announce a further set of 

plug-ins for Citrix.  

We have also signed exciting deals 

with a number of our partners, 

please see below for details.    

As mentioned in last month’s news-

letter one of our activities this year 

will be to run a regular program of 

webinars.   

Our Chief Technical Architect Greg 

Lambert hosted a webinar on 

Thursday 30th April on Application 

Compatibility for Vista, Windows 7 

and Virtualisation which was a 

great success with over 100 people 

registering for the event.   

We hope you can all join us for the 

next one. 
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With the latest Windows 7 RC re-
lease we have now further devel-
oped a comprehensive set of plugins 
to test for Windows 7 compatibility.   
 
These plugins are currently in beta 
and are being tested by a number of 
our partners/customers. The plugins 
are: - 
 AD/GPO control 

 Malware protection 
 Refined UAC reporting 
 Virtualisation Updates Analysis 
 IE8 full impact study 
 Document storage (File Library) 

Changes 
 Legacy Control (COMCTL) Analy-

sis 
 Visual Basic 4/5 Dependency 

Analysis 

Changes from Beta to RC1 
 
 Windows XP Mode 
 Possible update to Windows 

Resource Protection (WRP). 
Refer to KB 214752 (Changes to 
Security Configuration Editor) 

 Only minor bug fixing updates 

now expected – no new fea-

tures. 

Product NewsñWindows 7 Plugins 

In addition to the Windows 7 plugins, 
we are also updating the following 
Internet Explorer 7 Plugins for Inter-
net Explorer 8: - 
 
 ActiveX Pre Approved CLSID 

Analysis 

 Cumulative Security Update 
Analysis 

 Deprecated API Analysis 
 Deprecated Feature Analysis 
 Safe Control Registry Analysis 
 Secure Object API Analysis 
 Security Restrictions Analysis  

Product NewsñIE 7 Plugins updated for IE8 
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What impact could this 
months Patches have on 
your applications? 
 
This month includes 7 
patches, two rated Impor-
tant, one Moderate and the 
others are rated as Critical. 
 
These patches affect all op-
erating systems from Win-
dows 2000, XP through to 
VISTA and Windows 7 beta 
and system administrators 
should be aware that they 
will require all servers and 
desktops running these op-

erating systems to be re-
booted. Six of the eight 
patches explicitly state that 
a reboot is required, how-
ever the nature of the 
changes being made by the 
other two patches make it 
highly likely that these will 
also require a reboot al-
though this is not explicitly 
stated in the documenta-
tion. 
 
After loading the Change-
BASE AOK application test-
ing portfolio into a Patch 
Impact database, all seven 

patches were tested for ap-
plication level issues and in 
addition, application de-
pendencies. Only one up-
date (MS09-014) raised a 
significant number of issues 
across a small number of 
applications across the 
ChangeBASE Patch Testing 
Application portfolio.  
 
The full report can be seen 
on our website under news.  

Watch this space for fur-

ther details on the next 

webinar we are planning to 

host this quarter.  Our next 

webinar will focus on the 

different  Virtualisation 

technologies and the impli-

cation  these  different 

methods of virtualising have 

on application compatibility 

and how AOK can help. 

 Webinar  
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Webinar on Vista/Virtualisation/Win 7 

Our webinar which was held 

at 14:30 on Thursday 30th 

April on Application Com-

patibility – Vista/Win 7 and 

Virtualisation was a great 

success and we would like 

to thank everyone who took 

the time out to join us.  We 

have recorded the session 

which will be available for 

download on our website 

shortly for those of you who 

couldn’t make it or would 

like to see it again or share 

it with colleagues.  Please 

feel free to email Dawn 

Clifton with any comments, 

questions or feedback. 

Reporting 

We have launched the beta of AOK 
Reporting and Analytics. This allows 
our customers to develop an almost 
unlimited set of reports based on 
the Microsoft Dot Net/Reporting 
and Analysis Framework.  From a 
technical perspective the framework 
follows the following lines :- 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From a practical point of view  
this allows us/partners/clients to  
generate web based reporting.  
For example:- 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have report groups for not 

only App-V but also the 3 different 

Citrix deployment technologies. 

This allows enterprises to see which 

is the best deployment methodol-

ogy for their applications.   

See below snippet. 

CitrixñAdditional Plugins 

We have developed a comprehen-

sive set of testing and remediation 

plugins for Citrix XenApp- hosted or 

streamed.  

Building on the first release of AOK 

for Citrix in June last year the new 

features allow organisations to rap-

idly assess the readiness of their ap-

plication portfolio for the XenApp 

environment and identify what 

changes, if any, are needed in the 

application for it to run on XenApp.  

In many cases ChangeBASE AOK can 

automatically make the necessary 

changes with a click of the ‘fix-it’ 

button. 

For full details and to see the list 

of specific Citrix checks look out 

for our Press Release which will 

be distributed shortly.   

Partner NewsñMicrosoft 

 

 

We have signed an agreement with 

Microsoft for both Microsoft Consulting 

Services Consultants and their Pre-

sales technical guys plus Microsoft 

Global Services India to gain access to 

AOK “Assess-It”.  This is an applica-

tion estate assessment tool that 

provides comprehensive report-

ing on application compatibility.  

It provides an ideal snapshot of 

application status as a decision 

support tool for enterprises. 
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What impact could this 

months Patches have on 

your applications? 
 
April’s patch report included 

7 patches, two rated Impor-

tant, one Moderate and the 

others are rated as Critical. 
 
These patches affect all op-

erating systems from Win-

dows 2000, XP through to 

VISTA and Windows 7 beta 

and system administrators 

should be aware that they 

will require all servers and 

desktops running these 

operating systems to be 

rebooted.  
 
Six of the eight patches ex-

plicitly state that a reboot 

is required, however the 

nature of the changes be-

ing made by the other two 

patches make it highly 

likely that these will also 

require a reboot although 

this is not explicitly stated 

in the documentation. 
 
After loading the Change-

BASE AOK application testing 

portfolio into a Patch Impact 

database, all seven patches 

were tested for application 

level issues and in addition, 

application dependencies.  
 
Only one update (MS09-014) 

raised a significant number 

of issues across a small num-

ber of applications across 

the ChangeBASE Patch Test-

ing Application portfolio.  
 
The full report can be seen 

on our website under news.  

Greg Lambert ï our Chief 
Technical Architect joined 
the blogging world in August 
last year.   
 
Since then his blog http://
aokcompat.blogspot.com/ 
has really taken off and has 
been consistently rated in the 
top 3 results when searching 
for application compatibility 
blogs.   
 
Donôt forget to visit Greg on 
his blog and we would love 
to hear your thoughts, com-
ments and responses.   

As mentioned one of our 

activities this year will be to 

run regular webinars.   

Please watch this space for 

further details on the  

next webinar.   

We are planning to host 

another one this quarter 

which will focus on the dif-

ferent  Virtualisation tech-

nologies and the implication  

these  different methods of 

virtualising have on applica-

tion compatibility and how 

AOK can help. 

Date and Time to be con-

firmed.  

April Testing Summary  τ
Patch App Compat 
 
MS09-009: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-010: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-011: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-012: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-013: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-014: Moderate Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-015: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 
MS09-016: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 

For more information please 

contact 

dawn.clifton@changebase.com   

App Compat Lab (ACL) April 

 Future Webinars 

 
Our Blog 

Webinar on Vista/Virtualisation/Win 7 

Our webinar which was held 

at 14:30 on Thursday 30th 

April on Application Com-

patibility – Vista/Win 7 and 

Virtualisation was a great 

success with over 100 peo-

ple registering for the webi-

nar.  We would like to thank 

everyone who took the time 

out to join us.   

We have recorded the ses-

sion which will be available 

for download on our web-

site shortly for those of you 

who couldn’t make it or 

would like to see it again or 

share it with colleagues.   

Please feel free to email 

Dawn Clifton with any com-

ments, questions or feed-

back. 
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May Testing Summary  τ
Patch App Compat 
 
MS09-017: Marginal Impact 
detected across portfolio 

App Compat Lab (ACL) May 

May brings a very light 

Patch Tuesday update from 

Microsoft with a single se-

curity update. MS09-017 is 

related to a critical “Remote 

Code Execution” issue with 

several Office components 

and will require a reboot.  In 

addition, this update has 

several Criticality ratings de-

pending on the target office 

component updated (e.g. 

Office converter, Viewer or 

core Office component.  

However, the aggregate 

rating has been raised to 

Critical due to the conserva-

tive nature of this report. 

 

The full report can be seen 

on our website under news.  
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